IN THE COURT OF CHANCERY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE
	
THE HONORABLE GERALD W. HOCKER,

			Plaintiff,

	v.

THE HONORABLE ANTHONY J., ALBENCE, in his official capacity as State Election Commissioner, and STATE OF DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF ELECTIONS,

			Defendants.
	
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
	





 C.A. No. 2026-1021-BWD



STIPULATED [PROPOSED] ORDER

	WHEREAS, on August 7, 2026, Plaintiff Gerald W. Hocker moved to expedite this proceeding and moved for a temporary restraining order to prevent Defendants from mailing an absentee ballot to any person registered to vote on a permanent absentee basis in Delaware in the upcoming 2026 general election (together “Plaintiff’s Motions”);
	WHEREAS, on August 13, 2026, Defendants Anthony J. Albence and the Delaware Department of Elections (together the “Department”) opposed Plaintiff’s Motions and asked the Court to stay proceedings in this litigation until after the 2026 general election; 
	WHEREAS, on August 14, 2026, the Court held oral argument on Plaintiff’s Motions;
	WHEREAS, during oral argument the Court and the parties discussed the extent to which the relief sought through this litigation might affect administration of the 2026 general election in Delaware; and 
	WHEREAS,	 this Court granted Plaintiff’s Motion to Expedite and denied as moot Plaintiff’s Motion for a Temporary Restraining Order at the conclusion of oral argument for the reasons stated on the record.
IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED TO BY THE PARTIES AND ORDERERED BY THE COURT AS FOLLOWS:
1. No relief entered in this action shall prevent votes cast by permanent absentee voters from being counted in the 2026 primary election.
2. No relief entered in this action shall restrict the authority or obligation of the Department of Elections to send absentee ballots to vote in the 2026 general election to either voters entitled to vote under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act or to  voters who have applied to vote on an absentee basis since the conclusion of the 2024 general election, regardless of whether these voters requested permanent absentee voter status or requested absentee ballots only with respect to the 2026 general election.  No relief entered in this action shall invalidate or prevent votes cast by these voters from being counted in the 2026 general election.
3. Plaintiff may file a verified amended complaint solely for the purpose of joining one or more additional plaintiffs on or before August 22, 2026.
4. The parties shall file cross motions for summary judgment and opening briefs in support thereof on or before August 24, 2026.
5. The parties shall file answering briefs with respect to the parties’ cross motions for summary judgment on or before August 31, 2026.
6. Neither party shall file a reply brief with respect to the parties’ cross motions for summary judgment.
7. Oral argument on the parties’ cross motions for summary judgment shall be held on September 4 at _______ in _______________.
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So Ordered:
							
Vice Chancelor Bonnie W. David
