Dear Fellow Delawarean,

When it comes to
protecting our families,
safeguarding our wallets,
knowing our rights as
victims of crime, or
understanding how the
law can make our communities better,
information is the key. Equipped with
knowledge, we can make choices that
greatly reduce our risk of becoming a
victim of crime or fraud, and we can
learn how to get help if we’re
mistreated.

The mission of the Delaware
Department of Justice is to protect
Delawareans from harm by enforcing
the law and being your advocate. We’re
here to help you, and also to give you
the information you need to help
yourself and your family. Inside this
brochure, you’ll learn about
environmental crime, what you can do
to help, and who to contact for further
assistance in preventing or reporting
environmental crime. Together, we can
keep Delaware safe, strong, and
beautiful for generations to come.

Beau Biden
Attorney General
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Preventing

Environmental Crime

Protecting Delaware’s Resources

Delaware Department of Justice

Attorney General
Joseph R. “Beau” Biden, III

Civil Division

New Castle County * (302) 577-8400
Kent County * (302) 739-7641
Sussex County * (302) 856-5353

Para asistencia en Espanol ¢ (877) 851-0482

www.attorneygeneral.delaware.gov
Email: AttorneyGeneral@State.De.US



What is Environmental Crime?

Who can be held responsible?

What can you do to help?

Some of the most common
environmental crimes threatening
Delaware’s air, land, and water include:

o Illegal dumping of used tires,
appliances, household refuse,
construction and demolition debris,
and other waste products

« Illegal disposal of used motor oil,
paint, pesticides, gasoline,
petrochemicals, and acids

e Open burning of waste and tires

« Illegal release of chemicals

» Illegal removal of asbestos from
buildings

o Unpermitted pollution in sewers,
storm-water systems, fields, vacant
lots, pits, ditches, rivers and open
water

People who pollute illegally may be fined
or imprisoned under the law. They may
also be required to remove or clean-up
pollutants in a certain area, or pay for
the State do so. These clean-up actions
can cost millions of dollars per year.

If you suspect illegal release of material
into the air, water or earth, or any
improper handling of waste, please
contact us.
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Report Environmental
crime by contacting the
Delaware Department of

Natural Resources and
Environmental Control at

S00-662-8S02
24 hours toll free

The Delaware Department of Justice
diligently prosecutes environmental
crimes.

You can help stop environmental crime
by remaining vigilant and reporting any
suspected environmental crime to the
Delaware Department of Justice, or to
the Delaware Department of Natural
Resource and Environmental Control,
by using the contact information in this
brochure.

You can also individually take steps to
protect Delaware’s environment,
including:

o Allow tire retailers to dispose of used
tires or participate in a used tire
collection program

o Take used motor oil to service
stations and recycling centers that
accept used oil, or have oil changes
at a facility that recycles and
properly disposes of oil

e Report the location of any dump
sites, or incineration of chemical
products or other refuse, including
petroleum products, tires and
household waste



